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VOICE LA People 

Special Guest: Keiko Agena

Born and Raised in Honolulu, Keiko began acting when she was ten, mostly because she wasn’t athletic 
enough to play sports. She decided to continue as long as it was fun. That was more than a decade ago. 
Acting is still fun, and she’s still acting, most recently as ‘Lane Kim’ on the WB critic pleaser “Gilmore 
Girls”. As Rory Gilmore’s brainy and somewhat eccentric best friend, Keiko recently garnered the Ammy 
Award for Best Female Actor in a television production. The Ammy Awards honor Asians and Asian 
American achievement in film and television and she was nominated in the company of Lucy Liu (“Ally 
McBeal”), Ming-Na (“ER”) and Tia Carrere (“Relic Hunter”).

Keiko will co-star in the movie “Beauty Shop” with Mo’Nique Imes-Jackson(The Parkers), Kellita Smith 
(Bernie Mac Show), and Taraji P. Henson(Baby Boy)- A Magic Johnson production, for release this year. 
Before landing her role on “Gilmore Girls”, she had appeared in a recurring role on the WB’s “Felicity” as 
well as guest-starred on such programs as “Beverly Hills 90210”, “ER”, “Sister, Sister” and “Renegade”.

Advisors: The people running the forum sessions

JIM KNIGHT

Session: Directing and producing
Background: Executive Director of the Academy of Visual and Performing Arts Film Program Culver City 
High. He has produced four films and ten theatrical plays. He has been instrumental in the formation of 
Voice Films. 

CHRISTOPHER LIEBE 
Session: Directing and acting
Christopher Liebe has been teaching acting classes along side of Jeff Goldblum and Robert Carnegie at 
the “Playhouse West Acting School” for the past 5 years. He is also a founding member and acting coach 
for the production company “Elevation 9000 Films”.  

BRIAN BRIGHTLY 
Session: Pitching a story
Brian is rewriting the suspense thriller PRODIGAL, which is in pre-production, for Producers Paul 
Saentz and Brad King, of Epiphany Entertainment. He’s also developing the feature SINFUL ONES with 
Producer Derek Beumer, and writing the action/fantasy DEVIL DOLLS for Producer Robert Lawrence. 

CRAIG DETWEILER 
Session: Lunch speaker - “How to Grab Your Viewers’ Attention”
Background: Associate Professor and Chair of Mass Communications at Biola University in La Mirada, 
California. He is also a screenwriter and the author of the book, A Matrix of Meanings. He is a Phi Beta 
Kappa graduate of Davidson College and earned an M.F.A. from the University of Southern California’s 
School of Cinema/TV. 
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BRAD KING 
Session: Nuts and bolts of producing
Background: Under which Ephiphany Entertainment LLC he recently produced “Teknolust” starring 
Tilda Swinton and Jeremy Davies. The film, shot in the new high-definition digital format, was invited to 
Sundance, Berlin and Toronto film festivals and distributed by ThinkFilm. He is the co-founder of Voice 
Films Institute. 

JEFF LENGYEL

Session: Hands on directing, morning session
Jeff is a director, producer, writer of film and television entertainment. Most recently, he directed “Diva 
Detectives” for WE, “House of Clues for Court TV” and “The Man Show” season five for Comedy Central. 
Jeff attended the American Film Institute as a directing fellow and made a film “Just For A Laugh” 
featuring Robin Williams.  

JUSTIN LERNER 
Session: Nuts and bolts of producing; director and writer of “echostop” premiering at Voice LA 

Background: He attends UCLA’s Graduate Directing MFA program, and his first film there “Solo” has 
recently been selected into the 2004 Newport Beach Film Festival, the 2004 Desert Reel Film Festival, 
and the 2004 Valley Int’l Film Festival. It will compete in the “Best Short Drama” category. He is an advisor 
to Voice Films Create Program. 

THOM PARHAM 
Session: Writing with Passion and an Original Voice
Dr. Thom Parham is an associate professor of Cinema & Broadcast Arts at Azusa Pacific University. 
He has written for CBS’ hit drama JAG and the Family Channel sitcom Big Brother Jake, and has also 
worked on Touched by an Angel. His specialties include Dramatic Theory and Criticism, Screenwriting, 
Broadcast Journalism, Television Production, and Media Studies. Dr. Parham is a known Trekker and 
wrote his doctoral thesis on Star Trek: The Next Generation. 

SAM RIEGEL 
Session: Nuts and bolts of producing
Background: Studied film at the University of Virginia, and worked as an Assistant Editor on Quentin 
Tarantino’s Jackie Brown and as a Producer’s Assistant on Richard Cummings’ Thicker Than Water, 
before becoming a full-time independent Producer/Production Manager five years ago. Can also be heard 
as the voice of Donatello on the new Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles cartoon, every Saturday morning on 
Fox. 

JOSH ROSE 
Session: Directing and producing
At sixteen years old Josh Rose and his partners launched what became one of the most innovative visual 
effects companies in our industry, VisionArt. Now with multiple Emmy nominations, an Emmy Award and 
Oscar recognition under his belt, Josh has successfully segued into becoming one of Hollywood’s hottest 
young up and coming directors.  

VOICE LA People 

Voice Films™ Institute   101 East Green Street, Suite 1   Pasadena, CA 91105   626.792.6858 wk   626.792.0212 fx

�



-3-

QUYEN TRAN 
Session: Directing and producing; director and writer of “Tuesdays After” premiering at Voice LA
Background: Her photographs of the attacks on the World Trade Center and aftermath appeared in 
newspapers and magazines around the world. This past year, she shifted her focus to filmmaking when 
she began the MFA program at UCLA’s famed School of Film & Television. She was one of only two 
people selected for both the Directing and Cinematography programs. 

JUDITH WESTON 
Session: Directing actors and acting for film
Background: author of two books. Her first book, “DIRECTING ACTORS,” is required reading for 
directors, actors, writers and producers around the world, from film schools to Hollywood studios. Her 
second book, “THE FILM DIRECTOR’S INTUITION,” breaks new ground in the relationships among 
directors, actors, and characters. She teaches workshops for directors and actors at her own studio in Los 
Angeles.  

The Pitchers: The youth pitching their stories
ANDERW CEPERLEY, DIRECTOR AND WRITER, 19
Andrew’s last film “Unlocking a Nightmare” won The Most Innovative Film Award  at the Harvard-Westlake 
Showcase and Best Sound Design at the South Bay Student Video Festival. It will be screening in the LA 
Film Festival’s High School Student Showcase this year. He was director of photography and editor on 
“Songs of Memory”, a film about two boys dealing with feelings of guilt over something that happened in 
their past involving the death of a third friend. Talented lead actor and guitarist Max Mendoza wrote and 
performed the music on this film.

SARA JACOBOWITZ, WRITER, 17
Sara was born and raised in Culver City, California. By age three, a passion for movies began with The 
Wizard of Oz, and a love for writing so followed. Naturally she figured that screenwriting would be the 
perfect profession for her. With some classes through the Academy of Visual and Performing Arts at 
Culver City High School, and the production of her script, Fate Smiles, this vision is slowly becoming a 
reality.

CARMELO LOPEZ, 19
Carmelo Lopez attended Santa Monica High School from 1999 until 2003, where he was enrolled in 
Digital Video Production.  H first short film, “Blinds” won Best Director of a Short Film, as well as Best 
Short Film the  at the 2002 Frost Student Film Festival.  “Blinds” also won the Best Director of a Short and 
Jury Selection Prize at  the South Bay Student Video Festival.  “Blinds” screened at the 2002 IFP/West 
Los Angeles Film. His short film “A Big Place”won Best Screenplay at the 2003 Frost Film Festival and 
screened at the 2003 IFP/West Los Angeles Film Festival.  He is now a Cinema and Television Arts major 
at Cal State University Northridge. He is in preproduction on a 15 page script scheduled for shooting on 
16mm this summer.

VOICE LA People 
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The Filmmakers: The people sharing their voices

DAN ENGELHARDT

Dan Engelhardt is an award-winning producer, with experience in film production, business management, 
live broadcast, theatre and teaching. In September of 2002 Dan Engelhardt was hired by the Riekes 
Center as the director of the struggling Video Department. By January of 2003 the Video Department was 
profitable for the first time in its seven-year history. While working to improve The Riekes Center Video 
Department Dan Engelhardt founded Anchange Productions with his business partner, Brad Leong. The 
two quickly established Anchange as a credible independent production company, producing multiple 
independent films as well as corporate videos for various non-profit organization and corporations. 
Engelhardt is devoted to expanding his knowledge of the motion picture industry and has interned 
for multiple companies including Lions Gate Entertainment. He is continuing to further his experience 
by returning to Lions Gate as an intern and working with Voice Films Institute as a Youth Advisor and 
producer in the Create Program.

BRAD LEONG

Brad Leong has shown extensive dedication and development in the field of 21st century expressionist 
media.  His multifaceted passions are based in film and HD production, corporate and independent 
business, freelance website design, computer generated imaging, and general anomalous construction. 
Mr. Leong launched his film career when he started a production company with friend and developing 
producer Dan Engelhardt.  Their newfound company, Anchange Productions (www.anchange.com), 
started with a number of short films under the directing and imagery of Mr. Leong and quickly moved 
into the corporate world producing commercials and informational videos. In January 2003 Mr. Leong 
established and presently manages a design and manufacturing business that develops and produces 
specific camera equipment (www.TMstyle.com). May of 2003 Mr. Leong also co-directed the first 
“SilverScreen Student Film and Performing Arts Festival” held in Palo Alto California. He has the eye 
of a cinematographer; the hands of an inventor; the mind of a dreamer; and the heart of a director.  His 
creative ability will continue to grow with every project he takes on.

SOPHIE SHEPHERD

Sophie Shepherd is a senior at the Culver City Academy of Visual and Performing Arts. After graduation 
from Culver she will be majoring in film at NYU. In the Academy Sophie has taken over 18 film courses. 
Her credits include Fate Smiles 16mm (Director), Sub Rosa 16mm (Writer/Director of Photography), 
And So It Goes 16mm (Assistant Camera), Kill Your Radio 16mm (Script Supervisor), Art Film 99 DV 
(Director), and Reel Day 16mm (Director). Sophie has also crewed on (2nd A.C.) on a graduate thesis 
film at UCLA. Her films have screened at the Big Bear Film Festival, the Hollywood Student Film Festival, 
the Los Angeles International Shorts Film Festival, The Frost Film Festival, UCLA, Sony Pictures 
Entertainment, The Harvard Westlake Showcase, The South Bay Film Festival and others. She also spent 
the summer with Young Filmmakers Academy shooting a 35mm film. 

VOICE LA People 
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The Musician: The person composing the music
ANDY SANCHEZ

Andy Sanchez wrote original music for the film “God Bless.” A student at Menlo Atherton High School, 
Andy Has been playing the guitar for eleven years. He has dipped in to all sorts of musical styles such as 
Flamenco, Persian, Moroccan, Senegalese, German Classical, Afro-Cuban, Bossa Nova, and General 
Jazz. Andy has toured all over in Europe with his High School Jazz band were he has played at many 
venues such as the Umbria Jazz festival were his Band played in front of and 4,000 people and the 
Montreux Jazz festival.
Andy plans to start to write his second (yes, his second) opera in the next two weeks. He will be 
performing at the Voice LA Film Forum.

VOICE LA People 
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echostop
DIRECTOR: Justin Lerner

Synopsis:  After Anna’s longtime boyfriend leaves her, she spins into a day-long spell of denial and 
hysteria. She pretends that he is dead, misplaces her only picture of him, and sees him everywhere. A 
journey through the imagination of Anna as she comes to terms with the fact that he is gone and she 
needs to escape a destructive cycle of bad relationships.

“echostop” is Justin’s second film he wrote and directed at UCLA. He says that “the film is a day-long 
journey through the interior of a woman who has lost someone close to her; a twenty-four hour period in 
which we get to be with Anna as her mind unravels, goes into denial, plays tricks on her, and ultimately, 
allows her to find an opportunity to move on. Her experience follows the same emotional path that I 
recently went through in my loss of someone close to me and my subsequent move to Los Angeles.”

Tuesday’s After
DIRECTOR: Quyen Tran

Synopsis: Against her mother’s will, Thuy Nguyen moves away from her family home in the suburbs 
to join her boyfriend in New York City. The move further strains the already tenuous mother-daughter 
relationship, and although they undeniably miss one another, stubbornness prevails. That is, until one day 
in September, near fatal events bring Thuy to realize that life is too short, and love is unconditional

Directors Letter: 
Like many other New Yorkers, my life changed drastically on September 11, 2001. In one instant I lost my 
home, my place of work, and very nearly my life. Everything has been different since then. There is no 
doubt that 9/11 was a tragic day for the entire world. 
For me, though, it also changed my life in positive ways – pursuing a new career, moving to a new 
state, becoming engaged, rekindling lost relationships, all directly or indirectly as a result of that day. It 
also gave me a rare opportunity to glimpse what my parents must have endured in Vietnam before they 
escaped to America in 1975. War, injustice, terror – all in their back yard. They, too, lost their home, only 
to start a new, better life of freedom in the United States. 
In the two years since that Tuesday in September, I have spoken about my experiences many times, but I 
have never written them down. This film is my attempt to reflect on what happened to me and to my family 
since that day – the Tuesdays after.
I want to make this film a positive story of one woman’s journey to a new life. I trust you will find this an 
exciting opportunity to help a short tale of hope and family reach the screen.

Fate Smiles
DIRECTOR: Sophie Shepherd

Synopsis: Ted Previce (26) has just died and, in his mind, has been unjustly sent to hell (endless office 
cubicles) where he must spend eternity doing office work. Bitter at his fate Ted sets out to make the best 
of it. Working late one evening Ted mysteriously discovers a door which lead him to heaven (perfect 
suburbia). Feeling relieved at first Ted soon discovers that heaven isn’t all it’s cracked up to be and that 
he desperately wants out.

VOICE LA Films
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God Bless
DIRECTOR: Brad Leong
PRODUCER: Dan Engelhardt

Synopsis: God Bless, shot on Super 16mm, centers on a community of homeless people living in a 
creek bed. The film explores social structure and humanity while still focusing in on a very narrow and 
propagandistic view. The narrative follows that of Joe Buckley as he attempts to take care of his slightly 
disabled friend and to make sense of the distant and somewhat oppressive world around them. 

VOICE LA 

About Voice Films
The goal of Voice Films is to develop the capacity of young filmmakers and animators to express their 
voices through digital filmmaking and to provide a vehicle to share their authentic voices with mainstream 
audiences worldwide. By authentic voices we mean voices representing local communities, diverse ethnic 
groups, personal issues, young women and men, and underprivileged youth.We hope to accomplish this 
in a manner consistent with the principles of positive youth development.

Concept: Discover, Develop, Distribute 

Voice Films Institute is focused on developing the premier organization for young filmmakers, ages 14 to 
20, to share their films, discover talent, develop their capacity to express an authentic voice and distribute 
the most authentic work worldwide. .

There are three main components to the business:
• Nationwide/global youth digital film forums 
• Global on-line community 
• Advanced Institute for youth and digital film 
Voice Films is currently developing VoiceLA, a forum for Learning, Sharing and Collaborating. At the 
Forum, youth from throughout the Los Angeles and the country will gather to share their work, collaborate 
on new projects and learn from one another as well as from seasoned professionals. The Forum will be 
held on June 26 at USC’s Robert Zemeckis Digital Center for the Arts.
Voice Films currently has two projects underway in its Create Program, an advanced program to work 
with talented and motivated youth to produce a professional film on their own but with support from 
seasoned executives.
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VOICE LA Support

The following people are the ones who really helped to make Voice LA possible in so many different 
ways. They have taught us how to share and collaborate.

JULIET BLAKE: 
For your hands on as well as moral support in what we do. Also for allowing us to get to know Sophie.

ARIEL CARPENTER: 
For her professional PR work and incredible ability to move quickly and effectively

PHIL ENGELHARDT: 
For your strong advocacy and belief in our work.

JIM KNIGHT: 
For your tireless devotion to youth and your support in our original concepts 6 months ago. 

BRAD LEONG AND DAN ENGELHARDT:  
For inspiring us in what you do as well as your willingness to support us all the time, even though we are 
trying to support you!

JUSTIN LERNER: 
For his support of Voice Films with direct hands on support to filmmakers, his sound strategic advice and 
his connections to incredible talent

QUYEN TRAN: 

For her direct support to the filmmakers. You bring out the best in people in so many ways.  

GREG VANNOY: 
For providing us with the Center, your incredible technical knowledge and your always professional 
attitude.
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Premier Sponsors

VOICE LA Sponsors

Supporting 
Sponsors
Apple Computer 

Chapman Leonard

Fotokem

Panavision

Kodak

Satellite PR

Digital Media Academy

USC Zemeckis 
Center

 The all-new Adobe® Video Collection delivers a comprehensive toolset for 
Windows® based video production, providing the power and control to put 
your ideas in motion. Transform video into award-winning productions, create 
stunning motion graphics and visual effects, produce professional-quality 
audio, and author interactive, multi-language DVDs. An exceptional value, the 
Adobe Video Collection pairs creative control with the ability to deliver profes-
sional results for film, video, DVD, or the Web. The Adobe Video Collection 
2.5 is available in two editions, Standard and Professional.  

The Robert Zemeckis Center for Digital Arts, a 35,000 square foot facility, 
represents the country’s first and only fully digital training center. 

Made possible through the generous support of the entertainment community, 
the Zemeckis Center is a milestone in the School of Cinema-Television’s 
evolution, further enriching the curriculum with the most advanced tools in 
digital filmmaking and ensuring that our students stay ahead of the curve in 
the new technology of storytelling. The creation of a digital arts facility at USC 
comes in response to a technological revolution sweeping every aspect of 
filmmaking, from performance, to production, to delivery.
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